WALDEN WOODS OF GRANITE BAY
July-August 2003 News Update
Board Meeting

The next board meeting is Tuesday, August 12 at 7 pm.  The meeting will be held at the Community Room of the Granite Bay Library at 6475 Douglas.  Please mark the date on your calendar and plan to attend.

Neighborhood Watch—LOTS TO KNOW ABOUT

First steps taken:

As you are aware, WW’s first informational and organization meeting for a NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH PROGRAM was held on Sunday, June 22 at 3 p.m.  Those attending heard a presentation by Amanda Flaherty, the Crime Prevention Officer for Placer County’s Sheriff’s Dept.  Amanda is specifically assigned to the Granite Bay area. The presentation included not only how to set up a program, but how the community and individuals can discourage and prevent crime to our homes and property.  Amanda listened to our particular experiences and has already brought back answers to our questions

· Attached is a flyer of suggestions you can apply as individuals to discourage crime to your property.  

· Also, if you observe ANY activity that is out of the ordinary

· If an emergency, or crime in process—call 911.

· If not an emergency, call Placer County Sheriff’s office @ 624-2481 (A handout with this number will be available at the annual HOA meeting on Sept. 28.)

· If a crime or any problem occurs in the neighborhood, including the common area, contact one of the NW team (currently Gail Sillers, Alan Withers, or Les Walshaw) as a FYI.

· Three (3) neighborhood watch signs were provided by the Sheriff’s Dept.   They will be posted at Ardea/Vireo, WW Way and Woodrock, and the beginning of Walden Woods homes on Boulder, that is, the Holden & Johnson homes on Boulder Road.  (Is there another volunteer from the community to devise a pole & put it up? Call Gail)

· An e-mail crime alert system is usually part of setting up a neighborhood watch program.  WW is way in front of the curve with this since we already have one in place.  It is the confidential list of residents’ e-mail (recipient suppressed) administered through Guy Hall.  This is the way it works for Neighborhood Watch:  The Sheriff’s Dept. will notify (by e-mail) the NW captain (Board VP-currently Gail Sillers) of any crime alerts we need to be aware of.   The NW Captain (WW VP) will relay it to Guy for disbursal throughout WW. 

· A plot map of WW has been provided to the Placer Sheriff’s Department to use as a reference.

THIS IS IMPORTANT:  Report ANY crime to you, your property, anything involving mail theft, or any vandalism you experience or observe in WW to the Placer Sheriff at 624-2481).  In the past neighbors have not reported to the sheriff smashed mailboxes, the theft of bikes or items from cars or garages, or random vandalism because they thought it was a small thing, or items were gone with little perceived hope of recovery.  While that, sadly, may in fact be the practical outcome, Officer Flaherty emphasized the need to report it to the Sheriff’s Dept, no matter how small. The point, according to Officer Flaherty, is to be able to see if there is any pattern, or escalation, and the Sheriff can better respond.

If you have mail theft, it is important to report it to the post office AND the Sheriff’s department.  The Sheriff’s department needs to know about mail theft because it is a key element of identity theft.

· Identity theft brochures provided by the Sheriff’s department are attached to this newsletter.

The Sheriff’s department and Walden Woods are continuing to build a log of criminal activity in order to document occurrences in our area, and to help trigger additional law enforcement activity in our neighborhood.  Law enforcement needs to have a complete picture of what is occurring in order to establish patterns and possibly identify the criminals who are taking advantage of our residents.

Volunteer opportunity for you:  As the last newsletter pointed out, Neighborhood Watch is not a one-person job.  While the board’s vice president (Gail Sillers) has taken on the responsibility of being “point person” with the sheriff’s dept  (formally known as Neighborhood Watch Captain), Alan Withers and Les Walshaw stepped forward as Co-Captains.  Together this Neighborhood Watch Team (and hopefully others from throughout WW who will be Co-Captains) will help organize us and create an active program here in our 124-house community.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS      NATIONAL NIGHT OUT     AUGUST 5th   7-8:30 pm   Quantiva Court
****************************               RSVP to Alan Withers @ 652-3575             **************************

Approximate count needed for food 

According to the Sheriff’s dept., the #1 way we as individuals and families can do to prevent crime in our neighborhood is to get to know each other as much as possible, to build a sense of community and connectedness.  For the last few years the association has sponsored neighborhood activities like the block parties, Easter Egg Hunt, Common Area walks and work parties, and other and encouraged participation in association committee work to do exactly that.   This National Night Out is another important step in getting to know each other to meet our neighborhood watch goals.  

WW, along with numerous other communities in Placer County, is participating in this event which is designed to 1) Heighten crime and drug prevention awareness, 2) Generate support for, and participation in, local anticrime efforts, 3) strengthen neighborhood spirit and police-community partnerships, and 4) Send a message to criminals letting them know neighborhoods are organized and will fight back.

Alan Withers has taken the lead for this event and organized a time for us to meet for dessert and beverages and meet each other.  You will see people you may already know….and even better, you will meet some neighbors for the first time.  (It works—we know—at the 1st  neighborhood watch meeting neighbors on the same cul-de-sac met for the 1st time!)

Amanda Flaherty, the Crime Prevention Officer for the Placer County Sheriff’s Dept. will arrive at appx. 7:30 and speak about Neighborhood Watch and local anti-crime efforts.

It is important to contact Alan @ 652-3575 to let him know how many in your family will be attending.  (He is purchasing soft drinks and desserts on behalf of the association and needs an accurate count)  If you wish to bring adult beverages to share, that would be great.

Thank you Alan for your work on this event.  

And a thank you again to Alan and Les for stepping forward as co-captains in our neighborhood efforts.

Volunteer opportunity for you:

A key to an effective program is high community involvement.  More Co-Captains are needed, particularly in various locations around WW to spread out the workload of organizing our program and heightening awareness of what is going on around our homes.  More co-captains are needed on all streets of Walden Woods to create more “clusters” for an effective NW.  Please step forward and join the NW Team.  It’s had a great start.  You can make it even better.

Update on Front Entrance
A continued update of the repairs/renovation of the front entrance.   As you recall from the last newsletter, preliminary development work is taking place on the 6 lots adjacent to Ardea.  Because of the unknown impact on WW’s infrastructure at the Auburn-Folsom entrance, the board decided it was prudent to delay the major work on the front entrance that was approved and budgeted at the last annual meeting.  The board is aware that the new developer is Mr. Swift.  During the month of July Denese Holden has attempted a number of times to contact Mr. Swift to discuss his plans.  Mr. Swift has been traveling and unavailable.  Continued attempts are being made by Denese on behalf of WW. 

We now know that plans are being checked by various departments and agencies of Placer County.  Denese will be contacting and visiting with county agencies on behalf of WW to verify and expand the association’s knowledge of this 6-house development at our entrance.

In the meantime, we will make only essential repairs and minor annual fall plantings to spruce up around the sign.

Thank you to Les Walshaw for all the work and coordination in obtaining bids for the major work.  Les has put the bidders on notice that we are delaying activity until further notice.  After taking a break Gena Howell has gotten the WW-front-entrance gardening-bug and will be working with Les in the fall flower planting in the front.  Thank you to the team of Les and Gena.

Block party

Save the date:  Saturday, September 20     Planning for the fall block party is well underway.  Cindy Fuzie and Scott Edwards are once again putting together a great late afternoon & evening for us all.  This is another time for families to get together within our community and get to know each other.  Once again, the basics will be provided:  hamburgers, hot dogs, chips, soft beverages, and desserts.  But we have always enjoyed the special side dishes and desserts provided by those who come too!

Last year the fall block party was coincidentally scheduled on the WW Garage Sale day.  That accidental timing turned out just great…so good, in fact, we are repeating it.  Seems after a hard day of selling out our treasures  (and making them someone else’s) many families in Walden Woods found a good thing when they saw it—a night out, someone else doing the cooking after a long day, and meeting just plain friendly neighbors to spend a few hours with to boot.   SO, this year there is no accident—the block party and garage sale will be on the same day!.

To add to the evening we are staging a “Hot September Nights” at the block party.  More on this below!

Hot September Nights

It has become evident to some, that Walden Woods has true treasures that are a treat to the car enthusiast and just plain car admirers.  Within our neighborhood are fun cars, cool cars, nostalgic cars, classic cars and motorcycles that have been restored by some very talented residents, hot new supercharged cars, and the latest in personal transportation vehicles.  Wouldn’t it be fun to have a mini-car show—our own WW Hot September Nights!  The block party scheduled for September 20th is a perfect time.  It will be on a cul-de-sac here in the community.   

Please consider showing your car, or if you know your neighbor has a car, truck, motorcycle, or personal transportation vehicle that would be fun to include—encourage their participation too.  This isn’t meant to be a stressful show for you out there who show your car…this is a laid-back neighborhood night  (—although special awards could be thought up by some enterprising and creative residents!)  Your participation and expertise will be appreciated by we kids of all ages.

Volunteer opportunity for you:  If you would like to participate—or if you would like to volunteer to help organize our Hot September Nights—Call Stephanie Kenney @ 652-5025.  

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

Granite Bay Park

Not much news here that isn’t evident by driving down Douglas and glancing to the south near Barton Road.  The contractor is cutting a road from Barton into the new park area.  Trees have been cleared-significantly-to accommodate the new fields, which will be installed.  (The plan has replanting occurring where possible)  A berm is being constructed with earth moved from other areas of the park.  It will be nice when it is finished, providing much needed athletic fields for our children close to our homes here in Granite Bay, but in the meantime, it looks pretty bleak!

A word about our border with Lakeview Hills

Back in the beginning of Walden Woods, there was an easement, including a horse trail, between Lakeview Hills and Walden Woods.  Many people in both developments got in the habit of walking between the developments through the property at 8240 Parus Way.  That easement is LONG GONE many years ago per Placer County action.  However, this urban legend of sorts has survived.  The Teague family who reside at 8240 Parus report that a number of people—mostly children, but sometimes adults too , still use their driveway and property to go to Lakeview Hills.  This is not just walking, but bike riding too.  The Teague’s have small children, and, in addition to the issues of privacy, and trespassing, there are real safety issues with children on bikes racing through their yard.   The Ryland family at 8334 Parus report that young people jump their front and back fences and go through their property to pass between the developments.  Amazing.   And, major personal items have been stolen from their back yard and some of these “jumpers” are suspect.

Let us all talk to our young people and let them know that there are no “pass-thru’s” to Lakeview Hills and that ALL the properties on Parus Way are private, as are all in WW.  They can help educate their friends as well.  With increased theft activity in WW, those who take the shortcuts of the past may be put under a cloud of suspicion—unintended or unjustified as it may be.

Firewood for Free

Several weeks ago the County cut oak trees that were overhanging or otherwise obstructing a fire truck’s the entry into our common area near the curve of Vireo and Ardea.  The fire road inside the common area was also worked on.  The county hired Davey Tree Trimming to do the work.  Mary Blanton, whose property borders the entry road, worked with the County on behalf of the association.  Thank you Mary for your work with the county on this.

At Mary’s request, the county left cut oak logs in the entry.  It is stacked, ready for the taking.  Feel free—literally—to take as much as you like for your own use.

A note to homeowners:  If you have wood you would like to get rid of, let Guy Hall know by e-mail or however.  He will put out a notice.  There are many people in the development who would welcome taking if off your hands.
COMMON AREA NEWS

Common Area Easement Egress (Walden Woods Way & Mimus)
Bill Furnas reports that the plans he submitted to Placer County for the Common Area Easement egress onto Walden Woods Way at Mimus to South Placer County have been approval.  The next step is to construct and install the approved “gate”.

As you may recall from the last newsletter, the plans incorporate an exit that would be a “labyrinth/gate” that would force bikers to walk, rather than ride, their bikes out of the easement.  Such a labyrinth would also remind walkers to be cautious of the upcoming street.  In addition, a sign warning of cars is incorporated into the labyrinth/gate.

Volunteer opportunity for you.  If you wish to help construct and/or install this safety gate, please call Bill Furnas.

Walk on the Wild Side
A walk in the common area is well worth it at this time-even in the heat.  Amazingly, there are still some wildflowers.  And there is always a simply wonderful sunset from Sunset Hill.  Take a beverage of your choosing and have a seat with your spouse, kids, or neighbors and enjoy a spectacular view from our own common area.  It’s easy to get to.  The paths all lead there and a map is in the WW phone directory.

Common Area Clean Up and Maintenance

This bears repeating:

If you wish to be part of the work parties held in the common area in August and the succeeding months give Bill Furnas a call, or contact Peggy Butler, Common Area Committee secretary.  Dates are not firm for August yet, but there will be some!  Bill or Peggy will contact you about the next work date if you let them know of your interest.  Work by the committee is done on Saturday mornings beginning at 9 am.  The work parties are also a great time to meet and get to know your neighbors better.  However, if Saturdays do not fit your schedule, but you would like to donate your time to the community by working in our wild area, talk to Bill about what’s next on the committee’s action plan.  Perhaps you can work at other times individually on your schedule—or enlist others to work with you as a small group.

All efforts in the common area are greatly appreciated and the many days and hours that WW common area volunteers spend there have resulted in an enhanced area that all 124 owners can enjoy.  Among many things, the trails are well marked and maintained, poison oak is well suppressed in so much of the area now, and wildflowers abound for WW parents and children alike to enjoy.

Thanks to volunteers on the recent hot, hot Saturday in July:  vets Mike Sillers and Bill Furnas, newbies Daryn Crawford and Stephanie Kenney.  An hour or so of shoveling and spraying by even a small group like this accomplishes much for all of us to enjoy in the common area.

Common Area Report

At each board meeting, Bill Furnas, Common Area Committee chair presents a written report to the board.  It is spectacularly complete in its description of the activities of the committee, common area maintenance efforts, budget, WW assets, and any reported incidents.  Bill does an amazing job in this report.  First, many thanks to Bill again for heading up the common area efforts.  He volunteers many hundreds of hours a year to the common area efforts.  This is in addition to his day job with HP.  Then, to top it off, he produces this detailed report. 

As 124 owners in common, we all should be aware of what is happening in our wild area property and how it is being managed.  This report does it.  To that end, henceforth, the report will be attached to these newsletters for all common area owners to be precisely aware on an ongoing basis in their common property.

Garage Sale

Save the date:  Saturday, September 20            9am – 1 pm

Once again WW will sponsor a neighborhood-wide garage sale.  This is a great opportunity for you to dig deep, clean out, make more room in your house or garage, make some mad money, and provide the opportunity for someone else to make them THEIR treasures, in THEIR house, not yours.

As in years past, WW HOA will place and pay for ads in the Sac Bee and the Pennysaver, and will place signs up at major street intersections from Barton up Douglas and north on Auburn Folsom.  In addition, directional arrows will be placed on the intersections and cul-de-sacs within WW to point shoppers to YOUR house.    All you have to do is start your treasure pile now.  Each home will be responsible for their own sale.

Volunteer Opportunity for you

If you would like to volunteer to put up signs or place the ads in the media, please call Stephanie Kenney @ 652-5025.

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW NEWS

Fall projects:  Plan ahead
As you plan your projects, please take a look at the list below to see if you will need to submit a property improvement application and obtain approval before starting.  If you have a question as to whether your project needs to be reviewed, please call any member of the ARC (Stephanie Kenney, Dick Immekus, Brian Holden, Jeanne Gewalt, Carol Kittredge), and/or take a look at the Architectural Review Policy Manual (Red 3-ring binder).  If you need another copy, call Stephanie Kenney (652-5025)

Projects requiring approval before starting:

Fence

Building, Additions 

  & Modifications

Driveway

Swimming Pool & Spa

Skylight

Roof

Deck, Patio & Pads

Satellite Dish

House Paint & Trim

Walls

Solar Pool Heating Equip.

Utility Line

Utility Shed

Gazebos

Major Landscaping

Tree Removal

Concrete or Asphalt Sidewalks Water Fountains, Ponds 

   & Water Falls

Outside Lighting

Fill Dirt

Earthen Berms

Curbs

Basketball Hoops

The members of the ARC work hard to move the review process quickly.  Most projects will take only a few days, however, due to schedules, or perhaps the project itself, review could take up to 30 days.  Plan ahead. 

Streamlined Property Improvement Application--Attached

The Property Improvement Application that is used for the projects above has been reformatted to 1 page.  It also has a section added that pertains to coverage if it applies to your project.  It is also on the web page for downloading.

Plan Ahead

If you are just in the conceptual stages for an exterior project—to your home or property, the ARC encourages you to give one of us a call to discuss your plans.  Any member of the committee will be glad to talk about the project and how it fits into the criteria that the ARC will use to review the project.  This preliminary discussion will help define different options that homeowner might consider, could well resolve any issues ahead of time, and expedite approval when submitted. 

Planning ahead works well

Recently a homeowner called an ARC member to discuss his planned improvement.  Together they discussed the various options the owner was thinking of, the physical circumstances of the property he had to deal with, and the architectural policy criteria on which the various options would be assessed in the approval process  (size, height, setbacks, coverage, criteria for granting a variance if needed, etc.).  The ARC member was able to describe one option which the homeowner was not aware of that would meet his need—perhaps even better than the original replacement structure—and fall within the architectural guidelines for the improvement.  No variance would be necessary.  Under the circumstances discussed, the project would have been approved using the architectural policy guidelines as decision points.  The homeowner now has a better understanding of the options and the process.  The ARC appreciates his forethought and appreciates the opportunity to help make the approval process for this project move along smoothly, quickly, and positively for all.  A win-win for all...

Satellite Above

A reminder:  If you are planning on adding satellite service, please submit an application for the dish before the installers are scheduled.  Turnaround for the approval is quick, but please allow lead-time for approval.  And approval will be given, but the Architectural Review Policy requires an approved site acquired by submitting a Property Improvement Application.  (see last month’s newsletter for extended discussion re: FCC rules regarding homeowner’s associations and homeowner’s rights and responsibilities to each other in seeking approval

Save the date-----WW HOA Annual Homeowners’ Meeting

Sunday, September 28 will be the annual WW HOA Annual Meeting.  3 p.m.  The meeting will be held again this year in the driveway of Les and Gloria Walshaw at 8245 Walden Woods Way.  Thank you Les and Gloria for offering your home.

In addition to general homeowner association business two presentations will be made: 

One presentation will be made by Amanda Flaherty, Crime Prevention Officer for Placer County assigned to Granite Bay.  You may ask why the association is sponsoring several visits by officer Flaherty.  Simply put, crime and vandalism are important issues to neighbors here in WW.  We do not want it to get out of hand.  There are not only crimes against individual properties and the common area, which belongs to us all, but recently a physical threat was made to one of our homeowners.  WHOA is going to be diligent in getting essential information to our homeowners in several different settings in hope of reaching everyone in one event or another.  

The second presentation will be John Lindell, the insurance agent handling placement of WW’s general liability, including the common area, and the directors’ and officers’ liability coverage.  All insurance premiums have gone up drastically for organizations in light of the last two years.  WW has not escaped it.  Our association’s insurance premiums have gone up substantially.  John will discuss that as well as what our policy does and does not cover in the common area—what kinds of things or issues—and why.  This is an important facet of the business of the association for all members to be aware of since it affects us all as payers and potential users.

Board Nominations

The WW Board of Directors consists of 5 homeowner-members who are duly elected by the 124 homeowner-members of the WW Homeowners Association.  Directors are elected to staggered terms-- each year either two or three seats are open for election.  Three (3) seats are open for election this year with a two (2)-year term. The two (2) remaining seats on the board were elected to a two (2) year term at the meeting in September, 2002.  Those two (2) seats will be open for election in September 2004.  The board serves from annual meeting to annual meeting, essentially October through September. 

A nominating committee is chartered by the by-laws to provide nominations for the election.  Gail Sillers, an outgoing member of the board, is serving as chair of the nominating committee.  Two additional owner-members of the WW community-who are not board members--serve on the nominating committee:  Mary Blanton and Cynthia D’Anna.  

If you wish to submit your name, or another homeowner’s for the board positions that will be open, please let either Gail (652-3342), Mary (652-5151) or Cynthia (652-6561) know by Friday, August 8.  If in making your own decision about seeking a nomination, you want to ascertain the responsibilities, issues, and time commitment that come with a board position, please call Gail and the nominating committee for more information and insight about this.  Nominations will be presented to all homeowners in the annual meeting information packet sent to us all in August.  The election will take place at the annual meeting by written ballot. Election is to the board and not a specific seat.  Positions (jobs and accompanying responsibilities) are divided up among the elected board after the election.

Recap of Volunteer Opportunities  (from this and previous newsletter)

	Activity
	Contact Person
	Phone

	1.  Neighborhood Watch Co-Captain (creating  neighborhood “clusters”)
	Gail Sillers
	652-3342

	2.  Hot September Nights WW Car Show- organizing
	Stephanie Kenney
	652-5025

	3   Volunteering car or other interesting vehicle for car show
	Stephanie Kenney
	652-5025

	4.  Egress Safety Gate Construction and Installation
	Bill Furnas
	652-0361

	5.  Property Line Post Manufacturing and Installation
	Bill Furnas
	652-0361

	6.  Manufacture & installation of 3 Neighborhood Watch signs
	
	

	7..  Common Area Committee—Work parties maintenance & upkeep
	Bill Furnas or 

Peggy Butler
	652-0361 

652-0788

	8..  Garage Sale
	Stephanie Kenney
	652-5025

	9..  New fire road in common area—planning and cutting
	Denese Holden
	652-0856

	10. Encroachment-resolving issues, implementing plan, visiting homeowners, helping encroaching homeowners remove or remedy
	Denese Holden or any member of board
	

	11. Block Party
	Cindy Fuzie or Scott Edwards
	652-8549

	12. Board of Directors
	Gail Sillers
	652-3342

	13. Hand distribution of fliers, notices, newsletters, etc.
	Any board member
	


Questions for anyone???

If you have questions or comments about anything going on in the association please contact any of the WW members below:

WW HOA  Board of Directors

Denese Holden

652-0856

Gail Sillers

652-3342

Gary Grenfell

652-1382

Owen Kittredge

652-9715

Stephanie Kenney
652-5025

WW Common Area Committee

Bill Furnas  (chair)   
652-0361

WW Website

Chris McAfee

652-4106

WW Architectural Review Committee

Stephanie Kenney (chair)
652-5025

Dick Immekus


652-9078

Brian Holden


652-0856

Jeanne Gewalt


660-1680

Carol Kittredge


652-9715

Folsom Lake Mutual Water Company

While the Folsom Lake Mutual Water Company (FLMWC) is a separate corporate entity from WW HOA*, 102 members of WW HOA are also owner-members of FLMWC.  The information printed below is provided as a convenient reference for all:

If you have any questions or comments about anything going on in the Folsom Lake Mutual Water Company, lots 1-102,  please contact any of the FLMWC members below:

FLMWC Board of Directors

Alan Johnston

652-2088

Jim Billings

652-9527

Ken Stram

652-3804

Bill Zehnder

660-1757

Barry Hale

652-5259

FLMWC Billing Questions:  Call Audrey Hinge @ 652-0505

FLMWC Water Master:  Barry Hale @ 652-5259

* See June 2003 WW Newsletter for further information about the organization of the FLMWC.
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