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The Walden Woods community has a Common Area of 27.4 wooded acres for the enjoyment of all homeowners.  This area can be reached from the front entry easement along the driveway at 6401 Vireo Way, or the back entrance via a gate on Boulder Road, or an easement footpath on Walden Woods Way across from Mimus Court. The easement footpath on Walden Woods Way is currently under construction by volunteers and is not recommended for use at this time. Together fire roads and footpaths provide over 2 miles of wooded trails.  


Maps

Maps can be found on the Walden Woods Web.  There are several versions including: General Use, Poison Oak Eradication Areas, Walden Woods from Space, and a Flora map soon to come.

Use Restrictions and Cautions

The Common Area is in its natural wooded state except for the trails and dirt firebreak roads.   

Motorized vehicles, carts or bikes are not permitted in the common area except for maintenance.  Horses must stay on the Old Fire Road.  Bicycles are only permitted on the fire roads and the footpaths.

Though we are working to eradicate the Poison Oak it still grows in several areas - please be careful.

Please advise the Board if you notice trash dumping or any unsafe conditions.

Sunset Hill and Picnic Area

Sunset Hill is a high point in the common area and provides a beautiful view in several directions.  In the evenings picturesque sunset views are afforded.  A picnic table and benches are available for homeowners and their guests.  Please keep the area clean for all to enjoy.

Take Picnic Loop Trail to the picnic table for the best view. 

Vernal Pond

Between the Middle Trail and the Walden Creek trail is a vernal pond that can be seen by Vernal Pond Pass.

Flora In the Common Area

We have a diverse variety of plant life in the Common Area.  A Flora map is available on the Walden Woods Web.  Some highlights are:

· Blackberry Bushes are along Bill’s Trail and the western part of Walden Creek Trail.  They ripen throughout July and August.  Also at the end of Bill’s Trail is a plum tree that is loaded with fruit in mid to late July.

· Wild flowers are seeded each Spring and appear in beautiful colors in April.

· There a several Buckeye’s in the Common Area.  They bloom beautifully in April.

Firewood

Please contact the Common Area chairman, Bill Furnas, if you wish to be placed on a list for firewood.

Come Pitch in a Hand

Join your neighbors at the next Common Area Improvement Volunteer day.  This is a wonderful way to meet your neighbors, have fun and add to the value of Walden Woods.  These are generally on two Saturday mornings each month.  Check the latest newsletter for dates.



West Trail is a nice addition to walks.  It winds around a pretty part of Walden Woods West exiting at the corner of Adrea and Vireo.  This trail is about 600’ long.

Walden Creek / Walden Woods Way loop is about a 1½ miles long and provides a mix of seeing neighbors and beautiful creek-side scenery.  Simply start anywhere along Walden Woods Way, walk to either the front or back entrance, follow Walden Creek Trail to the other entrance, exit out and finish up the remaining part of Walden Woods Way. 

Granite Rock Walk – from Front Entrance, take Old Fire Road to Karter’s Trail.  Continue along Walden Creek Trail and turn up Boulder Pass.  Follow Middle Trail and to the Picnic Loop finishing at Sunset Hill.  Best granite rock view is about 2/3’s of the way along Karter’s Trail.  The total distance is about 1 mile.

Fauna Map Notes

1. Digger Pine – These are through out the Common Area.  However, Digger Pine groves are noted.

2. Hypericum

3. Ibex – Round leaf with small white flower in the spring.

4. California Native Tobacco Tree – Round black berry in late summer.

5. Cottonwood Tree – Hardwood tree with very fibrous structure.  Grows near water.

6. Buckeye – Bush / Tree that produces large volume of white spike like flowers in spring.  Appears to die in July / August, leaving large nuts hanging from branches like Christmas ornaments.

7. Doc – AKA Coffee bush.  A 2 foot chocolate brown stalk with Chocolate brown seeds. 

8. Salmon Berry – Red berries in late summer.

9. Blackberry – provides edible berries from July through August.  Different patches become ripe at different times.

10. Indian Paintbrush – Red flowers in spring.

Recommended Walks








